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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the present application and consideration of the response are 
respectfully requested. Claims 1, 4 to 6, 8 to 11, and 15 to 17 are currently pending, 
and no claims have been amended. 

The Final Office Action mailed September 10, 2002 addressed claims 1, 4 to 6, 
8 to 11, and 15 to 17. Claims 1, 4 to 6, 8 to 11, and 15 to 17 were rejected- 
Claims 1, 4 to 6, 8 to 11, and 15 to 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 112, 
first paragraph, as containing subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. The Examiner stated that the hardness for the outer cover is not supported 
by the original disclosure. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the Shore D hardness of 64 or less for the 
outer cover layer has been disclosed. Applicant respectfully submits that original 
claims 1 and 5 of a parent application, U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 08/556,237, 
filed on November 9, 1995, disclose "an outer cover layer having a Shore D hardness 
of 64 or less" and "an outer cover layer having a Shore D hardness of about 64 or less' 1 
respectively. Since the original claims are considered part of the specification, 
Applicant respectfully submits that the Shore D hardness of 64 or less has been 
disclosed. Applicant would be amenable to amending the specification to contain this 
specific language if required by the Examiner. Applicant respectfully submits that this 
overcomes the rejection of claims 1, 4 to 6, 8 to 11, and 15 to 17 under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 12, first paragraph. Applicant therefore respectfully requests that the rejection of 
claims 1, 4 to 6, 8 to 11, and 15 to 17 be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone Applicant's attorney if it is deemed that a 
telephone conversation will hasten prosecution of the application. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and allowance of each of the 
presently rejected claims. Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claims 1, 4 to 6, 
8 to 11, and 15 to 17, the claims currently pending. 



Respectfully submitted, 
MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN 
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